
HEALTH AND SAFETY NOTICE 
 

WELCOME TO KNOX - LET'S BE CAREFUL! 
 

Since we have moved into Covid-19 Alert Level 2, there are some containment 
conventions we need to follow.  First, if you are unwell, please go home and do 
not attend this service.  By the time you read this, you will have made any 
offering you wish to make by putting it in the offering plates at the door, sanitized 
your hands, signed our contact tracing register (or used the government QR 
code app) and received physical distancing advice from a member of the door 
team. 

Inside the church, you'll find green ticks and red crosses on all the pews. Feel 
free to sit in the "green ticked" pews, and please don't sit on the "red crossed" 
pews. Within the ticked pews, people from within an established bubble may sit 
close to each other. The distance between established bubbles needs to be two 
metres, so sitting at the far edges of the pews, rather than in the middle, is 
required. The ticks and crosses have been placed around the church to allow 
100 people to be present with appropriate distancing in place. If it means you 
can't sit where you normally sit, please be flexible and kind! And please, if 
people need to squeeze past you to access empty pews, then you're sitting in 
the wrong place. 

Yes! The lesser limit of one metre is quoted as being required for religious 
meetings, but singing has been identified as a higher-risk activity, and we plan 
to be singing - hence the adoption of the more conservative two metre 
convention. Please sing in a quiet, non-explosive way - maybe into your order of 
service. 

For the "sign of peace", please do not move around the church, but from a 
distance wave or "East Coast wave" to your neighbours. 

Also identified as an activity of raised transmission risk is the sharing of food 
and drink. So we won't be celebrating communion for a while, or having morning 
tea. 

The wearing of face masks is not required, but is recommended, particularly if 
you plan to sing.  We do not have a supply of face masks, so you will need to 
provide your own. 

AND PLEASE, IF YOU ARE UNWELL, LET US KNOW, AND GO HOME 
NOW. 



 

A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox. 
 

Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary. 
 

Please don’t leave any items unattended around the church; 
they may cause alarm. 



 

 

 
 

Order of Service 
13 September 2020 

 

 
 

SPRINGTIME BEAUTY 
THE SEASON OF CREATION 2 

a service of readings, reflections and pieces of music 
for Spring Flower Sunday  



 

WELCOME TO KNOX 
 

Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  We aim to create Christian community in which people of all 

ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations 
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life.  We 
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to 

explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development 
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth.  We strive to be open to dialogue 
and shared experiences with people of other faiths.  We enjoy worshipping the 
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to 
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference 

to our wider world. 
 

 
 

 

We take care to use inclusive language in our services.  References to God in 
traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender-specific.  As we pray 
and sing together, you’re invited to adapt the words we’ve chosen.  When we 

pray the “Lord’s prayer”, feel free to pray in your first language. 
 

 
The Call to Worship: 
 We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 
 JESUS, IN WHOSE HEART BEAT THE BEAUTY OF GOD; 
 JESUS, WHOSE EASTER IS THE SPRINGTIME OF HUMANITY; 
 JESUS, OPENING OUR EYES TO THE MANY GIFTS OF GOD. 
   

 Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou.  God be with you. 
 MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI.  GOD BLESS YOU. 
 
Hymn: 
Bunessan        Gaelic traditional melody 

 
1. Morning has broken like the first morning; 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird: 
 praise for the singing, praise for the morning, 
 praise for them springing fresh from the world! 



2. Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven, 
 like the first dew fall on the first grass: 
 praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
 sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 
 
3. Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 
 born of the one light Eden saw play: 
 praise with elation, praise every morning, 
 God’s re-creation of the new day! 
 
4. Morning has broken like the first morning; 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird: 
 praise for the singing, praise for the morning, 
 praise for them springing fresh from the world! 
 

 Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
 
 
Prayer of Approach 
Red camelias on a bush in the Red Zone. 
Pink flowers on a tree in Hagley Park. 
Grass growing more quickly in a back garden in Avonhead, 
stretching itself to heaven at alarming rate. 
GOD BRINGS THE WORLD TO LIFE. 
 
Beauty in the leaves of a tree. 
Beauty in the lengthening of the days. 
Beauty in the sunsets of Springtime skies. 
GOD SNEEKS LOVELINESS INTO THE WORLD. 
 
Beauty in the flourishing of youth. 
Beauty in the lines on the face of the loyal and famiiar. 
Beauty, indeed, in the hidden heart of the one faithfully who loves. 
GOD PUTS BEAUTY INTO THE DEEPER THINGS. 
 
God of life and beauty, 
of love and loveliness, 
you bring us to a season 
where the creation around us 
speaks in colourful volumes 
of renewal and miracle. 
PRAISE WITH ELATION, PRAISE EVERY MORNING, 
GOD'S RE-CREATION OF THE NEW DAY. 



Open our eyes to the wonder of life coming out of death, 
AND ENABLE US TO WORSHIP YOU 
IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. 
 
Silence 
 
Today, O God of beauty and kindness, 
we will bless some flowers 
and take them to people in our community, 
sharing with them something beautiful and offered in love. 
WE CONFESS THAT SOMETIMES 
OUR OFFERING IS LESS THAN THAT:  
judgment, 
UGLINESS OF HEART, 
blandness, 
DEAD AND BROKEN STICKS.  
 

 Lord have mercy. 
 CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 
 Lord have mercy. 
 
 
Assurance and Response 
. . . In the name of Christ I say to you: 
 You are forgiven and you are free. 
 THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
 
Prayer of Supplication: 

God, you have made us to be creatures 
who live within a world of the cycles of death and life. 
You speak to us through the dying of Christ, 
but also through his rising. 
ENABLE US TO SEE THE "COMING TO LIFE" 
OF OUR NATURAL WORLD AT SPRINGTIME, 
AND TO READ IT AS A SIGN 
THAT ALL SHALL BE WELL 
FOR THE CREATION YOU LOVE SO DEARLY. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, 
using the words he gave us: 

 OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 
 HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, 



 YOUR KINGDOM COME, 
 YOUR WILL BE DONE, 
 ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. 
 GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
 FORGIVE US OUR SINS 
 AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. 
 SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL 
 AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 
 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS 
 NOW AND FOR EVER.  AMEN. 

 
The Passing of the Peace 
 Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 A KI A KOE ANO HOKI; 
 AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 

Remaining where we are, 
we exchange a non-contact sign of peace with one another. 

 
 

Subject to our being at Alert Level 1 by then, our next Sunday School day will 
be next week, 20 September.  Unfortunately, during Level 2 we cannot have 
a "meeting on the steps" or operate the play area at the rear of the church. 

 

 

 
Blossom on Harper Avenue - last year  



A Prayer of Blessing for the Flowers: 

O God, your goodness is stamped on creation. 
Its beauty echoes yours. 
WE THANK YOU FOR THESE FLOWERS. 
 
O Christ, you spoke of the flowers of the fields. 
You said if God clothed them, who neither toiled nor worried, 
then how much more would God clothe us. 
WE THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR FAITH IN GOD’S GOODNESS. 
 
O Spirit of God, bless these flowers, 
that, as they are handed to people today, 
they may become signs of divine love 
and human caring. 
Brighten the homes to which they will go, 
AND FILL ALL OUR HOMES 
WITH PEACE. 
 
We pray this in Jesus’ name. 
AMEN.        

 
 

Hymn: 
Was Lebet   from Choral-Buch of Johann Heinrich Reinhardt (1754) 

 
 

1. Worship our God in the beauty of holiness, 
 bring thy devotion, God’s glory proclaim; 
 gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 
 bringing, adoring, we praise the great name. 
 
2. Low at God’s feet lay thy burden of carefulness,  
 high in God’s heart it will be borne for thee, 
 comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
 guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 



3. Fear not to enter the courts in the slenderness 
 of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
 truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness, 
 these are the offerings to lay on the shrine. 
 

4. These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
 God will accept for the name that is dear, 
 mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
 trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear. 
 

5. Worship our God in the beauty of holiness, 
 bring thy devotion, God’s glory proclaim; 
 gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 
 bringing, adoring, we praise the great name. 
 

 John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875), alt. 
 

A Series of Readings, Reflections and Pieces 
the musical responses to the reflections are all improvisations by Daniel Cooper 
 
 
A Reading: 

Psalm 27: 4-5, 13 
 
A Reflection: 

William notices 
 
A Musical Response 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
A Reading: 

Isaiah 40: 6-8 
 
A Reflection: 

Thomas Rose no longer sings 
 
A Musical Response 

 

 



 
A Reading: 

1 Samuel 16: 6-11 
 
A Reflection: 

As lovely as a flower? 
 
A Musical Response 

 

 

  
 

 
A Reading: Philippians 4: 8-9 

A Reflection: Fed by the beautiful 

 
 
Hymn: 
Lucerna Laudoniae      David Evans (1874-1948) 

 



1. For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies, 
 Christ our God, to you we raise 
 this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
2. For the beauty of each hour, 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon and stars of light, 
 Christ our God . . . 
 
3. For the joy of ear and eye, 
 for the heart and mind’s delight, 
 for the mystic harmony 
 linking sense to sound and sight, 
 Christ our God . . . 
 
4. For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth and friends above, 
 pleasures pure and undefiled, 
 Christ our God . . . 
 
5. For each perfect gift divine 
 to our race so freely given, 
 joys bestowed by love’s design, 
 flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 
 Christ our God . . . 
 
 Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917), alt. 

 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
led by Ken Booth 

To Ken's words "Open our eyes, O God", 
you are invited to respond "TO FIND YOUR BEAUTY IN ALL THINGS". 
 
 

  



The Offering and Dedication 

We stand for the dedication of the Offering 
 
God of Springtime; from the damp dark earth 
you call forth grass and flowers. 
FROM THE DIRT 
YOU DRAW SUCH BEAUTY. 
Similarly, from the ordinariness of our offering 
CALL FORTH REAL LOVELINESS. 
That the people of our city 
may know that they are blessed 
AND REJOICE IN THE BEAUTIFUL GIFT OF LIFE. 
We pray this in the name and spirit of Jesus. 
AMEN. 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
Hymn: 
Thaxted        Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 

 
1. O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you and act upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 



2. Then hear, O gracious Saviour, accept the love we bring, 
 that we who know your favour may serve you as our king; 
 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
 we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 
 Michael Perry (b. 1942) 

 
Benediction and Sung Amen 
 
Postlude: Improvisation 
   Daniel Cooper (b. 1997) 
 

Music printed in this order of service is covered 
under a music copyright licence agreement:  LicenSing #604802 

 
 

NOTICES 
 
Next Week:  13 September – 19 September 2020 
Sunday   10.00am Morning Worship – Spring Sunday 
 
Next Week:  20 September – 26 September 2020 
Sunday   10.00am Morning Worship  
   
SPRING SUNDAY TODAY! -  Thank you for your contribution of flowers.  Cards 
in named envelopes are available on the front bench for those who are able to 
make deliveries.  
 
Lent Resumed Study – Today 13th September – Based on themes from “The 
Canticle of St Francis of Assissi” meet at 5-6pm in the Lounge.  Don’t need to 
have attended church sessions back before Covid struck.  Last meeting Sunday 
27th September. – Len Pierce.  
 
ANIMAL SUNDAY 20th SEPTEMBER -  As part of the Creation Series Animal 
Sunday will be held on Sunday 20 September.  If your pet is unable to be 
present you can send photos to the office to enable them to be part of the 
service via slide show.  However due to lockdown restraints this service may 
have to be cancelled - you will be notified by email or the Knox website .  



Sunday lunch – We are hoping to meet for lunch again on Sunday the 20th of 
September, at the café (which is under new management) at Oderings 
Barrington Garden Centre in Stourbridge St.  A reservation has been made for 
us for midday and there is ample parking.  If you would like to come along, then 
please, add your name to the attendance list at the church entrance.  If you 
forgot to put your name down but would like to join us, you can also email 
jannekenuysink@gmail.com but preferably no later than Tuesday the 15th.  
 
Knox Fireside Group - The next meeting of the Knox Fireside Group will be on 
Monday September 21 in the church at 7 30pm.  There will be a talk by Diane 
from “Falls Prevention” - a very important topic as we all get older.  All welcome.  
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON 27 SEPTEMBER  The Knox Church 
Council has asked the Knox Trust to provide further funds to support the current 
strengthening work in the Knox Centre.  The Trust has approved a further 
$250,000 but requires this to be registered as an interest free “loan”, to be 
repaid only if the property is ever sold.  PCANZ rules require such an 
arrangement to be approved by the congregation, the Presbytery and the 
Church Property Trustees.  A congregational meeting will be held immediately 
after the Sunday service on 27 September to ask for congregational approval. 
 
Sunday 27 September 11.15am in the lounge.  The Bhagavad Gita (also 
known as the Song of God).  We will focus on a couple of the 18 
Chapters, looking at the parallels between this book and the teaching of Christ 
and the Vertical / Horizontal aspects of the Cross. 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL DINNER – Sunday 4th October, 12pm in the Lounge 
 

You are all invited to a congregational dinner Hosted and Cooked by Barbara 
and Rochelle Howley 

 
Menu 

Shared dips and bread 
Hot ham vegetables and salads 

Dessert 
 

Cost: $36 per person. Payment in advance by online banking to account: 01-
0902-0073153-00, or cash on the day.  Lists will be at both doors for you to put 

your name down. Final numbers must be in by 27th September to allow for 
planning. 

 

Come along and enjoy fellowship and community – profits to go to The 
Strengthening 

 



Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our 
community’s life. Knox Church is a charity. All charitable donations are 
eligible for a tax rebate of 33%. Bank account 03 1705 0029641 00. Put 

your name in the reference field and email your contact details to the 
office or donations secretary. For further information or options contact: 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz Ph 3792456 or Janet Wilson, Donations 
Secretary janmwil507@gmail.com Ph 338 7203. 

 
 

 Spring Greeting 

Dear Friends 

In Christchurch, the spring flowers are providing a welcome lift to our spirits. The 
flowering cherry trees, the plump buds on the kowhai and the brightness of 
yellow daffodils along our streets are a reminder of what is beautiful.  Gardens 
can feed the body and the spirit – they are a source of hope in times of 
uncertainty. 

Please support our Spring Appeal and grow gardens to help families 
survive. 

When I saw the pictures of 
Dhammika’s garden, I knew I 
wanted to share them with you.  
She works hard to support her 
family, a husband with a disability 
who can get very little work, a 
mother and her five children in 
Galle, Sri Lanka.  I hope you have 
taken a few minutes to read our 
Spring story when it arrived in your 
mailbox.  If not, you can find 
Grow a Garden to Survive here. 

 
 

 
  



 

 

The Bible readings for next week will be: 
 

• Matthew 6: 25-27 
• Isaiah 40: 28-31 

 
 

Knox Directory 
 

28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013 
Secretary: Jane Ellis, 
ph. (03) 379 2456, 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz 
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon 

 
 

Visit our website 
www.knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

 
website 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz 

for emergencies, (03) 3570 111 
 

Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson, 
ph. (03) 338 7203 

 

Director of Music: Daniel Cooper, 
organist@knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland 
ph. 0273560215 

  
facebook 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

Please help us get acquainted with you by filling in this form 
and putting it in the offering bag. 

 
Name: 
 
Contact details 
 
 
 
 

 


